PRISMA: a pan-European co-ordinating action to advance the science in end-of-life cancer care.
The epidemiology of progressive cancer and associated mortality in Europe underlines the essential need for high quality palliative and end-of-life care for its citizens. Currently, care of patients at the end-of-life is under-researched and under-funded. This is due to a lack of prioritisation, challenges in defining end-of-life, lack of a common research strategy for Europe that identifies and implements best practice and highest scientific principles, and the need for common use of appropriate well-validated tools to measure and improve the end-of-life cancer experience in Europe. PRISMA is a pan-European co-ordinating action funded under Framework Programme 7 of the European Commission. With 12 partners in 9 countries, it is delivering a series of 8 Work Packages with the common aim of promoting best practice in the measurement of end-of-life care, setting an agenda and guidance that reflects European cultural diversity, and is informed by both public and clinical priorities. Guidance in the selection, adaptation and use of core tools is informed by experts in public health and clinical research. PRISMA is currently producing a series of outputs to be accessible to the wider community of researchers, policy makers, funders and clinicians. We encourage new partnerships to build on the work of PRISMA and to lead high quality work informed by our deliverables. PRISMA, we hope, is redressing the current lack of co-ordination of cancer end-of-life research across Europe, and will catalyse the conduct of evidence-based care that reflects European populations and priorities.